
 

 

Campgrounds and RV Resorts - When Do I Need a Permit?  
 

Seasonal use of campground sites or RV parks allow many to enjoy the summer months and, at times, allows 
for some amenities on your site such as a deck, storage shed, or gazebo. It is important to know that the Safety 
Codes Act and permitting requirements don’t just apply to your home, but to structures regulated by the code 
on any type of property - including a seasonal site for camping or RV’s.  
 
Please note that any of the items below are subject to your local municipality’s application or potential 
restrictions/requirements under the Land Use Bylaw.  

 
When Do You Require a Permit?  

 
General  
Building permits are required for:  

●​ projects that exceed $5,000 in value (materials & labour-as if you were hiring someone to complete 
the work) 

●​ the construction of a building, including renovation or addition to a building  
●​ any project that affects public health and safety. 
●​ any structure exceeding 10 sq m 

Note: These items are guidelines and do exempt you from requiring a permit however, only if there are no safety 
items triggered. For example, your deck may not be more than $5,000 but because it exceeds 24” in height, that is 
a safety concern and therefore a building permit is required. Contact your safety codes provider to confirm if your 
proposed undertaking would require a permit and what code rules may apply. 
 
Electrical, plumbing and gas permits are required for any new installation or addition / change to an existing 
electrical, plumbing or gas system.  
 
Decks 

●​ Any deck that exceeds 600mm or 24” from grade to the deck surface requires a building permit, even 
if it is free standing.  

●​ If your deck is ground level, uncovered and under 10 sq m - you do not require a building permit 
●​ If your deck is ground level but is over 10 sq m, you require a building permit 
●​ If your deck is ground level and covered, regardless of size-you require a building permit 
●​ If a deck is ground level but not for your private/personal use (such as a patio at a restaurant), a 

permit is required 
Gazebo 

●​ If your gazebo exceeds 10 sq m, you require a building permit 
●​ A permit is not required for temporary fabric covered structures when for personal use 

Sheds or Garages 
●​ If your shed exceeds 10 sq m or 107 sq ft - you require a building permit  
●​ Relocated prebuilt sheds if exceeding 107 sq ft require a building permit even if placed on skids 
●​ If your shed/garage is pre manufactured, you may submit a photo and any foundation / anchoring 

information as your plans to accompany your building permit application 
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Retaining Walls  
●​ Defined as a wall supporting & confining a mass of earth or water 
●​ See Standata 19-BCI-007 
●​ Retaining walls that are not critical to the support of a building foundation but exceed 1.2m or 3.9 ft 

in height require a building permit 
●​ The building codes does not apply to retaining walls constructed as part of a road, rail or highway 

system infrastructure 
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